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EXHIBIT A 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

1. (currently amended) A medical container having a negative image bar code cediflg 
symbology comprising: 

a medical containe r a s ubstrate ; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments s eparated by spaces and disposed on the 
containe r the substrate , 

wherein the container defines spaces that separate the light-reflecting 

segmentsJMl 

wherein the spaces define defining light-absorbing segmentsjf;]] 
wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments 

define a negative image bar code representing fixed information and variable information.^; 

and]] 

wherein the negative image bar code coding s ym b ol o gy is detectable using 

a reade r, and [[.]] 

wherein the variable information comprises at least one selected from the 
group consisting of: lot number, batch number, expiration date, serial number, production time, 
price, and concentration, 

14. (currently amended) A container having a negative image bar code, the container 
coding symbology comprising: 

a flexible film substrate ; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by s paces and disposed on the 

wherein the film defines spaces that separate the light-reflecting segments, 
wherein the spaces define defining light-absorbing segments 2 [[;]] 
wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments 
define a negative image bar code representing fixed information and variable information 2 [[;]] 
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wherein the variable information comprises at least one selected from the 
group consisting of: lot number, batch number, expiration date, serial number, production time, 
price, and concentration, and 

wherein the negative image bar code coding symbology is detectable using 

areader[[; and]] 

wherein the s ubstrate comprises a pouch - type flexible container . 

15. (currently amended) A medical container having a negative image bar codec oding 
symbology comprising: 

a medical containe r substrate ; 

a first plurality of light-reflecting segments s eparated by s paces and disposed on 
the medical container , wherein the medical container defines first spaces that separate the first 
plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the first spaces define defining a first set of light- 
absorbing segments, and wherein the first plurality and the first set define a first negative image 
bar code representing fixed information; 

a second plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by spaces and disposed 
on the medical container , wherein the medical container defines second spaces that separate the 
second plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the second spaces define defining a second 
set of light-absorbing segments, wherein the second plurality and the second set define a second 
negative image bar code representing variable information , wherein the variable information 
comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of: lot number, batch number, 
expiration date, serial number, production time, price, and concentration ; and 

wherein the first bar code and the second bar code are eachc eding 
symbology is detectable using a reader. 

16. (currently amended) A medical container having a negative image bar code coding 
symbology comprising: 

a medical containe r sub s trate defining a portion of the container ; 
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a plurality of light-reflecting segments s eparated by spaces and disposed on the 
medical containe r substrate , wherein the medical container defines spaces that separate the 
plurality of light-reflecting segments, and wherein the spaces define defining light-absorbing 
segments; 

wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments 
define a negative image bar code representing fixed information and variable information; 

wherein the negative image bar code is detectable using a reader; and 

wherein the variable information comprises at least one selected from the 
group consisting of: lot number, batch number, expiration date, serial number, production time, 
price, and concentration 

wherein the container is a medical container . 

17. (currently amended) A container comprising: 
a flexible film s ub s trate ; 

a first plurality of light-reflecting segments s eparated by s paces and di s posed on 
the sub s trate, the spaces defining a fir s t s et of light - absorbing s egments, and wherein the fir s t 
plurality and the fir s t set define a first bar code representing fixed information; 

a s econd plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by spaces and disposed 
on the flexible film substrate , wherein the flexible film defines spaces that separate the plurality 
of light-reflecting segments, wherein the spaces define defining a second set of light-absorbing 
segments, [[and]] wherein the second plurality and the second set define a second negative image 
bar code representing variable information[[;]] 2 wherein the first bar code and second bar code 
[[are]] is detectable using a reader[[; and]] , and wherein the variable information comprises at 
least one selected from the group consisting of: lot number, batch number, expiration date, serial 
number, production time, price, and concentration 

wherein the container i s a medical container . 



18. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 
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a medical primary containe rhaving a sub s trate ; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by spaces and disposed on the 
medical containe r substrate , wherein the medical container defines spaces that separate the 
plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the spaces define light-absorbing segments, 
wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments define a negative image 
bar code representing fixed information and variable information, and wherein the bar code i s 
detectable u s ing a reader [[;]] and 

a material positioned over a portion of the bar code s ubstrate , wherein the portion 
has an A or B scan grade when decoded through the material and in accordance with ANSI 
X3.182 . 

19. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 
a medical p rimary container having s ubstrate ; 

a first plurality of light-reflecting segments s eparated by spaces and disposed on 
the medical containe r substrate , wherein the medical container defines first spaces that separate 
the first plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the first spaces defme defining a first set 
of light-absorbing segments, and wherein the first plurality and the first set define a first negative 
image bar code representing fixed information; 

a second plurality of light-reflecting segments s eparated by space s and disposed 
on the medical containe r substrate , wherein the medical container defines second spaces that 
separate the second plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the second spaces 
defme defining a second set of light-absorbing segments, and wherein the second plurality and 
the second set define a second negative image bar code representing variable information; 

wherein the first bar code and the second bar code are detectable using a 

reader; and 

a material positioned over a portion each bar code of the s ubstrate , wherein each 
portion has an A or B scan grade when decoded through the material and in accordance with 
ANSI X3.182. 
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20. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 
a medical p rimary containe r having a substrate ; 

a first plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by space s and disposed on 
the medical containe r substrate , wherein the substrate defines spaces that separate the plurality of 
light-reflecting segments, wherein the spaces define defining a first set of light-absorbing 
segments, [[and]] wherein the first plurality and the first set define a first negative image bar 
code representing fixed information or variable information; 

a material positioned over a portion of the bar code, and substratej 
a second plurality of light reflecting segments s eparated by spaces and disposed 
on the material, the s paces defining a s econd set of light - ab s orbing segment s , and wherein the 
second plurality and the s econd s et define a second bar code repre s enting fixed information or 
variable information; 

wherein the first bar code and the second bar code are detectable using a 

reader; and 

wherein the portion of the bar code has an A or B scan grade when 
decoded through the material and in accordance with ANSI X3.182 

wherein the combination of the first bar code and the s econd bar code 
repre s ent fixed information and variable information . 



21. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 

a flexible containe rp rimary container having a s ubstrate ; 
a material positioned over a portion of the s ub s trate; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by spaces and disposed on the 
flexible containe r material wherein the flexible container defines spaces that separate the 
plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the spaces define defining light-absorbing 
segments, [[and]] wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments define 
a bar code representing fixed information and variable information , wherein the variable 
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information comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of: lot number, batch 
number, expiration date, serial number, production time, price, and concentration,!! ;!! and 
wherein the bar code is detectable using a reader[[.]]; 

a material positioned over a portion of the bar code, wherein the portion of the bar 
code has an A or B scan grade when decoded through the material and in accordance with ANSI 
X3.182. 

22. (currently amended) A container s y s tem comprising: 

a film that defines the containe rp rimary container having substrate ; 
a material po s itioned over a portion of the substrate; 

a fir s t plurality of light - reflecting segment s s eparated by spaces and di s posed on 
the material, the spaces defining a first s et of light - absorbing segments, and wherein the first 
plurality and the first set define a first bar code representing fixed information; 

a s econd plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by spaces and disposed 
on the film m aterial , wherein the film defines spaces that separate the light-reflecting segments, 
wherein the spaces define defining a second set of light-absorbing segments, [[and]] wherein the 
second plurality and the s econd set define a second negative image bar code representing 
variable information , wherein the bar code can be detected by a reader, and wherein the variable 
information comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of: lot number, batch 
number, expiration date, serial number, production time, price, and concentration. [[ ;]] 

wherein the fir s t bar code and the s econd bar code are each detectable 

using a reader. 

23. (currently amended) A method of transferring a negative image bar code onto a 
flexible web of material comprising the steps of: 

providing a flexible web of material ; 

providing a printer capable of transferring a plurality of light-reflecting segments 
negative image bar code onto the web in response to a signal representative of the plurality of 
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light-reflecting segments, negative image bar code, the negative image bar code representing 
fixed information and variable information; and 

transferring the signal to the printer; and 

transferring the plurality of light-reflecting segments negative image bar code 
onto the web of material , wherein the web defines spaces that separate the plurality of light- 
reflecting segments, wherein the spaces define a plurality light-absorbing segments, wherein the 
light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments define a negative image bar code that 
can be detected by a reader, wherein the negative image bar code represents fixed information 
and variable information, and wherein the variable information comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of: lot number, batch number, expiration date, serial number, 
production time, price, and concentration . 

25. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 
a flexible p rimary container having a s ub s trate ; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments disposed on the flexible container, wherein 
the flexible container defines spaces that separate the plurality of light-reflecting segments, 
wherein the spaces define light-absorbing segments, wherein the light-reflecting segments and 
the light-absorbing segments define a negative image bar code representing variable information, 
wherein the variable information comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of: lot 
number, batch number, expiration date, serial number, production time, price, and concentration; 
and[[;]] 

a material positioned over a portion of the negative image bar code, sub s trate; 
wherein the portion of the bar code has an A or B scan grade when decoded through the material 
and in accordance with ANSI X3.182 container system has a negative image bar code 
repre s enting fixed information and variable information, and wherein the negative image bar 
code i s detectable using a reader . 
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33. (new) A medical container having a bar code comprising: 

a negative image bar code disposed on a medical container, 

wherein the medical container defines at least two spaces in the bar 
code, the spaces absorbing light, 

wherein the negative image bar code is detectable with a bar code 

reader, 

wherein the negative image bar code comprises variable 

information, and 

wherein the variable information comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of: lot number, batch number, expiration date, serial number, 
production time, price, and concentration. 



